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Highlights

Since the inception of Breath of Hope, 
the OSUCCC – James has recruited 

top lung cancer talent from Brazil, 
Germany, Japan and Puerto Rico.

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY

Your support has been 
invested in six new pieces 
of equipment to facilitate 

lung cancer research.

COMMUNITY

Breath of Hope has been attended by 
more than 600 individuals who  

are committed to finding a cure for  
lung cancer.



Breath of Hope
Bringing hope to the men and women diagnosed with lung cancer

You have helped us purchase several pieces of technology and equipment. Some highlights include:

The lease of a mass spectrometer - This instrument quickly measures and analyzes protein differences between 
cancer cells and normal cells. Understanding lung cancer’s protein structure and function will help us uncover the 
next generation of lung cancer therapies. 

A new camera for our lab microscope - This equipment helps us capture and display images of lung cancer 
cells and tissues for research and publication. Your support allows us to share visual examples of our discoveries 
around the world.

A double incubator - This instrument allows us to grow lung cancer tumor cells in a clean, temperature- and 
atmosphere-regulated environment designated specifically for our thoracic oncology center.

Technology and equipment

Staffing and recruitment
You have helped us invest in and recruit the best talent to Ohio State, such as:

Kai He, MD, PhD, a physician scientist with research focusing on genetics, epigenetics, immunology, novel 
biomarkers and therapeutic development in lung cancer. Dr. He also sees patients in the Thoracic Oncology 
Center at the OSUCCC – James.

Researchers who are focused on making discoveries that translate to better treatments for patients at Ohio 
State and around the world, including: Luiz Araujo (Brazil), postdoctoral fellow; Michael Koenig (US), graduate 
student; Sara Sinicropi-Yao (US), graduate student; Takehito Shukuya (Japan), postdoctoral fellow; Filiz Oezkan 
(Germany), visiting scholar; Manuel Torres (PR), graduate student. 

Research projects 

Your support has provided much-needed funding for research projects conducted by an exceptional team of 
multidisciplinary experts. These experts are developing personalized therapy approaches effective against 
specific molecular defects of cancer rather than utilizing a one-size-fits-all approach.

The Thoracic Oncology Research Program is discovering the next generation of therapies by conducting phase I 
and phase II clinical trials of promising new treatments.


